TRANSCRIPT: Busch Stadium’s Last Stand
 
By Mike Katzif

<host intro>

When the 2005 baseball season ended this Fall, fans bid a fond farewell to the legendary Busch Stadium in St. Louis. Home to the St. Louis Cardinals for 40-years, the ballpark is being torn down. A new stadium for the city's baseball team will replace it next year. Mike Katzif visited Busch for the last home game and spoke with fans about their memories of the team.  

<------------------------------------------------------------- (
<cue ambient track of pregame>

For the past 20 years, Ray has traveled from Chicago to Busch Stadium to watch the Cardinals take on the Chicago Cubs.  But Ray is not a St. Louis fan. He's a Cubs fan.  Ray who didn’t give his last name, says he showed up for the last home game to make sure the stadium was really going down.

<"AND A CUBS FAN SHOULD BE THE ONE TO DO IT >[Duration:0'03"]
Despite making jabs, Ray still has a healthy respect for his team's bitter rival.

<"IVE ALWAYS WANTED THE CARDINALS TO WIN WHEN THE CUBS COULDN'T">[Duration:0'07"]
<cue ambi>

Other out-of-towners like Ray might be sprinkled throughout the stadium.  But a majority of the people who made the journey to the last home game, are local die-hards. The ones who grew up rooting for the team here, have come to pay their final respects.  

<cue line ambi>

Long before the gates open, lines of fans wrap around the block.  They happily kill time sharing their favourite Cardinals moments, disputing trivia and statistics.

<line ambi cont.>[Duration:0'02"]
<cue beer guy>[Duration:0'03"]
Once inside the gates, a sea of Cardinal red fills the seats. Hordes of people push through the concourses, plucking up every last commemorative tshirt, hat and poster in sight.  The beer guy warms up his sales pitch as organ music creeps from the PA. 

<organ, fans cheering ambi>  

Usher, Ron Olson attended the first game at Busch in 1966 and is now working at the last.

<"I GREW UP… AT UH…YOU KNOW WATCHING BALL AT THE OLD SPORTSMAN's PARK, AND THEN COMING HERE IN BUSCH STADIUM, AND THEN BEING ABLE TO WORK HERE, AND SEEING ALL THE PLAYERS… THAT I… COME BACK THAT I ADMIRED AS A KID.. ITS JUST AWESOME.">[Duration:0'15"]
<cue Nat'l Anthem>[Duration:0'10"]
Part of acknowledging the team's history was taking time to honor not only the team, but the team behind the team; the longtime employees. After the game they take the field one by one.  

<cue PA announcement of employees & Tapella[Duration:0'16"]>

<"MY KNEES ARE NOT WHAT THEY USED TO BE.  BUT HONESTLY WHEN I GOT ON THAT FIELD, I STARTED TO WALK LIKE THERE WAS NO TOMORROW. WHEN I LOOKED AROUND AND SAW THE PEOPLE, I FELT SO OVERWHELMED. I DON'T KNOW WHAT IT WAS. [Duration:0'15"]">

For 60 years, Mary Tapella has sold tickets for the Cardinals organization.   Starting out in 1945 at Sportsman's Park, Tappella has seen baseball, football, rock concerts and even the circus.  

Now at 83 years old, she closes out her second stadium and finds herself looking back.

[Duration:0'02"]
<"TO BE WORKING INSIDE AND THEN HEARING THE ROARS AND THE CLAPS OF PEOPLE, /WHEN THEY HIT A HOMERUN.  AND TO SEE THE SMILES ON THE /FACES OF CHILDREN.  TO REMEMBER WHEN THE GATES OPENED AND HOW THE FANS JUST RUSHED DOWN /TO THE DUGOUTS TO SEE IF THEY COULD GET AUTOGRAPHS FROM THE PLAYERS. …AND THAT'S YOUR LIFE.">

The Cardinals end their season in dramatic fashion with a come-from-behind victory over the Cincinnati Reds.  In a three hour game with five home runs you'd think the fans would be exhausted.  But after the final out, people remain on their feet.  Cheering, clapping and some even crying. Its like they can't leave.  

As their names are read, every living former player takes on the field for the last time.  Cheers erupt for the fan favourites.  Flash bulbs explode trying to capture this teary goodbye.  

Despite all this, Cardinals fans stay optimistic.  Six months from now, a new Busch stadium will welcome devoted St Louis Cardinals fans back home.  

<cheering ambi>[Duration:0'03"]
For Intern Edition, I'm Mike Katzif.

