TRANSCRIPT: The Customized Bra

By Alison Bryce

<ANCHOR LEAD>  It wasn't that long ago that women were burning their bras in the streets. Now there is a growing interest in  custom-made lingere, especially bras.  Asian women have been wearing bras that manipulate their breast tissue for decades, but American women are just now catching on. Intern Edition's Alison Bryce reports.
<COLLAGE 1[Duration:0'06"]> 

It seems every woman, once really asked about her bra has a story to tell. 

<COLLAGE 2 [Duration:0'13"]> 

Upstairs from Ann Taylor and 2 blocks down from Saks 5th Ave, Ripplu Lingerie Boutique caters to the custom bra crowd.  It is a small store with boxes of lacy underwear with sale prices poking up from the piles and rows and rows of bras hanging from the walls.  Akimi Kreosho moved from Japan 10 years ago to open Ripplu.
<AKIMI1 [Duration:0'17"]> 

Akimi says bras must be tightened every month to keep the maximum support continuously pushing the breast tissue together and up.  Shi-ho is a fitter at Ripplu. She says bras work like braces.
<Shi-Ho [Duration:0'10"]> 

To get a woman in to a custom bra -- the fitters at Ripplu give them a bra to try on and then measure them. 
Akimi stands behind the customer, who just happens to be this intrepid reporter. 

<Alison1[Duration:0'04"]> 

She swoops her hand across the chest and pulls any excess skin and fat from the back and armpit. 

[Duration:0'06"] 

Holding the entire breast tissue in her hand, she then places it above the underwire -- which firmly cups the breast from the armpit to the sternum.
<SCOOP AMBI[Duration:0'12"]> 

 [Duration:0'14"] 
Akimi says her boutique is different because she teaches the scoop -- which is as essential as the bra.  
<AKIMI [Duration:0'11"]> 

That's something Aruriko Fujimori knows well. She is a loyal Ripplu customer and says she scoops not once, but twice in a given day.  
<ARURIKO [Duration:0'11"]> 

But to maintain healthy looking breasts women must be prepared to wear a constricting garment -- which could only be compared to a corset. These types of bras are big sellers in Japan, as a opposed to stretchy, shapeless American bras.  Akimi says this is the difference between Asian and American woman -- function over form. And she says it is especially noticeable in summertime.
<AKIMI [Duration:0'11"]> 

Akimi wants more American women to take care of their shape by coming into her shop where they'll get measured, scooped and binded securing a healthy bust for years to come. 
[INSERT SOT] 

For Intern Edition, I'm Alison Bryce 

