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What is John McCain’s prescription  
for America’s working families?

Patient: U.S. 
Economy

  Date: October, 
2008

Gas — up
 270%1

Milk — up
 26%2

College T
uition —

 up 68%3

Medical 
Costs - 

up 35%4
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We don’t need a  health care tax.
We need a  

health care solution.

Find out how much McCain’s plan would cost your family: 
www.McCainHealthCareTax.com

Check the Facts: 1. Energy Information Administration, www.eia.doe.gov, accessed 9/19/08. 2. The Boston Globe, 3/9/08. 3. “America’s Middle Class Still 
Losing Ground,” Center for American Progress, 7/08. 4. “America’s Middle Class Still Losing Ground,” Center for American Progress, 7/08. 5. Health08.org 
Forum, 10/31/07. 6. The Wall Street Journal, 10/11/07; “John McCain’s Radical Prescription for Health Care,” Center for American Progress Action Fund, 7/2/08. 
7. The New York Times, 9/16/08. 8. Barack Obama, Iowa City, IA, 5/29/07.
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Barack Obama has a solution. 

Make your voice heard. Vote.

My plan begins by covering every American. 
If you already have health insurance, the only thing that 

will change for you under this plan is [that] the amount of 

money you will spend on premiums…will be less. If you are 

one of the 45 million Americans who don’t have health 

insurance, you will after this plan becomes a law.8

“

”

A new tax on employer-provided health care.
McCain’s plan would make the health care benefits that working Americans 
receive from their employers part of their taxable income, essentially creating  
a new tax on working families.5 

Hundreds or thousands more in taxes each year.
McCain’s plan would affect everyone who receives health insurance from an 
employer, including families covered by a school district health plan. By 2013, 
an average American couple making $60,000 could see their taxes go up 
approximately $1,100.6

Fewer employers providing their employees  
with health insurance.

Experts predict the new tax would mean that an estimated twenty million 
Americans currently covered by their employer would lose their health care 
coverage altogether.7
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