
8:45 that day whether or not Karl Rove and others discussed 
\ 

that we needed to get a message out about Mr. Wilson, which is 

that the administration and the Vice President in particular, 

did not send him to Niger and that his report did not resolve 

the issue? I 
A. That sounds right. There was a day - -  I recall a I 

day or maybe two when Karl spoke about it at the senior staff 

meeting. In one of them, I made some notes about it. 
I dOn'tl 

recall the date, but that would - -  it was right in that day - -  I 
it was within a day of that, if it wasn't that day. I 

Q. And are you aware that at 9:22 that day Cathie 

Martin, the Press Secretary, e-mailed Ari Fleischer with four 

talking points to get out - -  the talking points concerning the 

Vice President's position which included the fact that the 

Vice President didn't send Wilson to Niger? We can show you 

that e-mail, I believe, as an exhibit, and see if that I 
refreshes your recollection that the Vice President's press I 
person was addressing this issue to Mr. Fleischer that day. 

MS. KEDIAN. Grand Jury, Grand Jury Exhibit 54. 

BY MR. FITZGERALD: 

Q. And 1/11 just read into the record, July 7th, 9:22, 

response to Joe Wilson. Four bullets. 

The Vice President's Office did not request the 

mission to Niger. I 
The next bullet : The Vice President's Office was 1 
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not informed of Joe Wilson's mission. 

Next bullet: The Vice President's Office did not 

receive a briefing about Mr. Wilson's mission after he 

returned. 

Final bullet: The Vice President's Office was not 

aware of Mr. Wilson's mission until recent press reports 

accounted for it. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you, do you recall if you were aware of those 

talking points at the time, on July 7th? 

A. I don't know that I saw this e-mail, but those were 

our basic talking points that we tried to get out, and I 

recall that Ari some time that day, it might have been at the 

1 olclock, made a statement which covered these types of 

points. And so therefore, it's quite likely I talked to him 

about it at the lunch as well. 

I Q. And I believe if we checked, it might be at 9:36 I 
that morning that Ari Fleischer, in a press gaggle, made the 

points that the Vice President did not request the trip, or 

know about it, or get briefed on the results. 

A. That actually sounds right, sir. 

Q. And thereafter, after the 6:45 briefing with the CIA 

briefer, and the senior staff meeting, and then Cathie 

Martin's e-mail, and Ari Fleischerls press gaggle, you then 

lwent to lunch with Mr. Fleischer about noon? I 
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A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. I 
Q .  And do you have any recollection as you sit here now 

discussing Mr. Wilson with Ari Fleischer? I 
A. I don't, I don't recall it, but it's pretty - -  it - -  

you know, it makes sense and it's pretty likely. I just don't 

recall that, that part of the discussion with, with Ari. I 

think, if we were - -  as we were discussing uranium in that, 

period what I would be particularly concerned about was the 

NIE and what the, what the NIE had actually said because we I 
were still in a stage before, as I recall, before' Ari 

Fleischer came out and said it was a mistake to have the claim 

about uranium in the State of the Union. It was a big issue I 
as to whether that - -  this was a much bigger issue than the 

Wilson trip as to whether or not it was a mistake to have it 

in the State of the Union. And there was this NIE which had 

this assertion about the uranium. So I suspect that would I 
have also been my focus for a discussion with - -  

Q. And - -  

A. Sorry, sir. 

Q .  Do you recall if you discussed Mr. Wilson's wife 

during the lunch with Ari Fleischer? 

A. I don't recall discussing the wife. Because I was 

surprised at the discussion a few days later with, with Tim 

Russert, I would think that we did not discuss the wife. I 

just - -  but I don't recall. 
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Q. And as you sit here today, you do recall that that 

was the day that Ari Fleischer addressed some questions about 

Mr. Wilson's article at the press gaggle. Correct? 

A. I've seen the transcript since then, so that's what 

I recall really. 

Q. And you recall that some time that day, but not by 

lunch time, Mr. Fleischer, or some time after lunch either 

that day or the next, Mr. Fleischer issued a statement 

indicating in effect that the President didn't stand behind 

the sixteen words. Is that correct? 

A. I recall from looking at the record that it was the 

7th that he made that statement, and that was the day I had 

the lunch. 

Q. And you recall that you had lunch with Mr. 

Fleischer? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you recall discussing Mr. Fleischerls future. 

Correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you recall discussing the Miami Dolphins. 

Correct? 

A. Yes, sir. I recall all that quite clearly. I had a 

lot of conversations during this period about this other stuff 

and I just don't recall it as distinctly as I only had one 

conversation about the Miami Dolphins in that period, so - -  
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Q. Do you recall telling Mr. Fleischer that WilsonO1s 
\ 

wife worked at the CIA in the Counterproliferation Division? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. And is it possible that you told Mr. Fleischer 

during that lunch that Wilson's wife worked at the CIA in the 

Counterproliferation Division? 

A. It's possible - -  well, I don't recall it and I 

recall being surprised by Russert. So I tend to think I 

didn't know it then, but that's all I actually recall. 

Q. Isn't it a fact, sir, that you told Mr. Fleischer 

over lunch that this was llhush-hushll or "on the q.t." that 

Wilson's wife worked at the CIA? 

A. I don't recall that. 

Q. Do you recall discussing Mr. Wilson's wife's name 

with Mr. Fleischer? 

A. No, I don't think I knew it until the Novak article 

Q. And what do you recall Mr. Wilson's wife's name to 

be? 

A. From the Novak article, Plame. Valerie Plame. 

Q. And how would you pronounce it, in a hard A or in a 

French way? 

A. I guess just what I said, Plame, like blame, I 

guess. 

Q. Rhyming with blame? 

A. I guess, yeah. 
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I Q. And as you sit here today do you recall whether or 

lnot you discussed whether or not Mr. Wilson's wife worked in I 
1 the Counterprolif eration Division? I 

A. I do not recall discussing Mr. Wilson's wife at all 

with Ari. All I recall is - -  from that week is the Tim 

Russert conversation. 

I Q. So as you sit here today, it's your testimony that 

prior to your conversation with Tim Russert you neither 

Idiscussed Wilson's wife's employment with either the Vice 

President or with Ari Fleischer, following the ~ u l ~  6th 

A. I'm sorry, my mind wandered. You're asking about - -  

could you repeat it? I'm sorry. 

Q. Sure. From July 6th up until the point when you 

spoke to Tim Russert, but not after, is it your testimony that 

you have no recollection of discussing Wilson's wife's 

employment at the CIA with either Vice President Cheney or Ari 

Fleischer? 

A. Yes, sir. In that period I have no recollectionl 

that ' s correct. 

Q. And do you recall discussing with Cathie Martin 

between July 6th and July 10th the fact that Wilson's wife 

worked at the CIA? 

A. No. As I say, when I heard it from Tim Russert, 

lwhich was on the 10th or the llth, I was surprised by what I I 
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heard, and that's all I really recall from that week. So.1 
' \  

donl't recall any other discussion earlier in that week about 

it. 

Q. Prior to your conversation with Tim Russert, do you 

lever recall telling Cathie Martin that Wilson's wife worked at I 
the CIA? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Prior to your conversation with Tim Russert on July 

10 or 11, do you ever recall a conversation where Cathie 

IMartin told you that Wilson's wife worked at the CIA? I 
A. No, sir. 

Q. And do you recall an occasion on or about July 8th 

where Cathie Martin came into the Vice President's Office with 

you present, and the Vice President, and indicated that 

Iwilsonls wife worked at the CIA, that she had learned that? I 
Q. Yes. 

A. I - -  again, sir, I don't, I .  don't recall. What I 

recall - -  all my recollection on this point is hinged on my 

surprise when I heard it from Tim Russert and I'm inferring 

the rest from that. I don't recall much about the - -  anything 

about that subject in the week. What I recall from that week 

is being concerned to get the statement - -  a clear statement 

out from the CIA, the Agency, from Director Tenet, and there 

lwas a lot of discussion during that week, as you've probably I 
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seen,in my notes, and I was very much focused on getting the 
I 

main part of the case out about whether - -  about what the CIA 

had told us in October and subsequently about uranium, and I 

Idonlt recall these discussions that youf re referring to. 

Q. And is it fair to say that this reason this became 

such a hot issue that week was the sort of the firestorm that 

came as a result of the July 6th Wilson Op-ed piece? Correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And just so we're clear, I understand what you J 
recall about your conversation with Russert, but the time 

period before that, are you telling this Grand Jury you have 

Ino recollection of having the conversation on any day that 

lweek in which Cathie Martin told you in the, in the presence 

lof the Vice President that Wilson1 s wife worked at the CIA? 

A. I have no recollection of that conversation. My 

lfirst recollection is Tim Russert telling me that. 

I Q. Now, do you recall a conversation in which Cathie 

Martin told you and the Vice President that Bill Harlow, the 

public affairs person at the CIA, had been receiving calls 

1 f rorn Andrea Mitchell and David Mart in about the controversy 
about the State of the Union address? 

A. I recall that there were - -  that the CIA was 

receiving calls from - -  yes, I recall something about that. I 

I donf t recall the Cathie Martin part, but it makes sense that 
1 it was Cathie that told us. 
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97  

Q. And do you recall being instructed by the Vice 

President that you should call Andrea Mitchell and David 

Martin? 

A. It sounds right, sir, yes. 

Q .  Do you recall calling Andrea Mitchell? 

A. Yes, I recall calling Andrea Mitchell and I recall 

calling David Martin. 

Q .  And do you know how many times that week you spoke 

to Andrea Mitchell? 

A. My recollection is that I talked to her once about 

an incorrect report, and then after my phone call with Tim 

Russert I spoke to her again. I think on the second 

conversation, I'm not sure whether it was that week, or early 

the next week or some time the next week. 

Q. So you have two conversations with Andrea Mitchell. 

One before your Russert conversation and one after your 

Russert conversation? 

A. That's my general recollection, sir. 

Q. And do you recall the subject matter of the 

conversation you had with Andrea Mitchell before you spoke to 

Tim Russert? 

A. Yes. She had said something incorrect in one of her 

television appearances, and I was trying to correct that. 

Q. Do you know what it was that she said that had been 

incorrect? 
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A. There were two things being - -  in that period that 

people were saying incorrectly that touched on the Vice 

President's Office. One had to do with Halliburton. I think 

this had to do' with the Wilson claim that we had sent him, but 

I'm not sure. I'd have to see what - -  if I looked at what she 

said that week I might be able to figure it out. 

MR. FITZGEWLD. Okay. And why don't we show you 

the July 8th transcript of Andrea Mitchell speaking at 6:40 

p.m. 

MS. KEDIAN. Exhibit 55. 

(Long pause while witness reading) 

WITNESS. I think I see something here. 

BY MR. FITZGERALD: 

Q. Are you finished reading the article? 

Q. Something ring a bell when you read it? 

A. Yes, it says towards the bottom of the page here it 

I says, .the White House blamed an October CIA report for I 
ignoring Wilson's information and not requesting the original 

documents in which the charge was based for more than a year." 

And this was not - -  two things, it was not right. I don't 

think anybody blamed the CIA for ignoring his information. In 

fact, I think he - -  the CIA had looked at his information, had 

found that it, as reported in the NIE in October, had found - -  

lin fact, far from ignoring it, they looked at it and found I 
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