
MR. FITZGERALD. Let me show you what has been 

I~ates Stamped as 1747. 
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MS. KEDIAN. This will be Exhibit 58 .  

BY MR. FITZGERALD: 

Q. And we'll deem that an exhibit again, just to make 

sure the classification level is correct. 

A. Thankyou, sir. 

Q. And if you look down - -  1'11 point to you on the 

page 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you, do you see what appears - -  is this your 

handwriting? 

A. Yes, sir, it is. 

Q. Do you see - -  

A. Or most of it is. Some of it is not. 

Q - -  senior staff? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That say, uranium story? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you - -  why don't you just read that line across? 

A. Uranium story is becoming a question of the 

President's truthworthiness (sic). Lead all new. Probably, 

"leads all the newsM is what I was saying. It's turning to a 

process story is what the thought was, I believe. And then it 

has Mr. Rove at the senior staff meeting saying, l1now they 

have accepted Joe Wilson as credible expert?" "We're one day 

late with getting CIA write response," I think that's what 
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3 lthere was concern expressed that this is a question going to I 

1 

2 

the trustworthiness of the President at this point? 

A. Yes,sir. 

Q. And there's a question here that's leading all the 

it - -  

Q .  Okay. Fair to say at the senior staff meeting, 

news, and Rove is complaining that Mr. Wilson is being taken 

as a credible expert? 

A. Yes, sir. 

13 get the facts out about what he had done, that would be more 

10 

11 

12 

Q. Fair to say that there was an effort to undermine 

his credibility as an expert? 

A. I don't know about that. My view was that we could 

l9 1 Q. Well, in the effort to undermine the story were I 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 people going around saying, let's undermine his story but 

than sufficient because the record was very clear about what 

he had done and hadn't done, and that the CIA had not accepted 

what he had done as, as refuting the point. So I don't know 

that there was an effort to undermine him as a credible expert 

for what he did. But that - -  

2 3  1 Q. And is it fair to say that there was a considerable 

21 

22 

let's be very careful not to hurt him? 

A. I never heard that. 
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24 

25 

degree of frustration at this point - -  we're now in day - -  

this is, I believe, July - -  



MS. KEDIAN. I think it's the 8th - -  

MR. FITZGERALD. - -  the 8th - -  

MS. KEDIAN. - -  I believe. 

BY MR. FITZGERALD: 

Q - -  or the second day in on that week - -  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . - -  two days of the Wilson story out there, Rove says 

we're a day late in getting responses to the story. This is 

going right to the President's trustworthiness and people want 

to set the President's record straight. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, do you recall an effort being made to push back 

against Wilson's credibility that week? 

A. Yes, I recall the effort being made to get - -  we 

made a lot of effort that week to get the CIA Director or Dr. 

Rice - -  as I say, it was initially not clear how it would be 

done, to issue a statement which would set the record straight 

about what Ambassador Wilson had said, and what he had found 

and not found, and the Agency had not found it to disprove the 

President's statement, and in fact found it to support the 

President's statement. The irony to all this was that if you 

read Ambassador - -  when the CIA read Ambassador Wilson's 

cable, they thought the first part of it, as Director Tenet 

made clear at the end of the week, didn't disprove much at 

all. The first part of Ambassador Wilson's cable, he had - -  
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I the cable about what he had said - -  Ambassador Wilson had gone 

to the government of Niger and said, I'm going to tell the 

United States government what you tell me. Did you in effect 

sell uranium to the number one enemy of America in the world 

which might use it to make an atomic bomb that might be used 

to threaten America? And a Nigerian official said, why no, 
we l 

didn't do that. And I think the CIA found, as Director Tenet I 
said on the llth, that there's only so much credibility you 

can add to that because it would be amazing if they said, yes, 

we did do that. 

The second part of what Ambassador Wilson's report 

said was that in fact a delegation had come from Iraq to talk 

to the Nigerians, Nigerians, I think it1 s pronounced, as - - to 1 
see if they would sell uranium to Iraq or that's how the Niger 

official interpreted it. So, in fact, his cable was not taken 

by the CIA to disprove that Iraq had gone, as Director Tenet I 
himself says on July llth when he finally issues his 

statement. And in fact, there was evidence in the cable, I 
which was directly contrary to what Ambassador Wilson was I 
saying he had - -  to telling America he had found which was 

there was no attempt to procure uranium. And so if you could I 
just get that story out, maybe said better than I just said 

it, it would be pretty clear that Ambassador - -  what 

Ambassador Wilson was saying didn't hold water in that he I 
hadn' t disproved it and his report wasnl t definitive, and the I 
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CIA had considered it and had still, six months later, issued 

an NIE, highest level of intelligence they have, which said 

Iraq did not try to procure uranium. So there was a strong 

attempt by us to get that - -  get those facts out. 

Q. Is it fair to say though that the sound bite you 

I took away from Karl Rove is they1 re now accepting Joe Wilson 

as a credible expert? Correct? 

A. Yestsir. 

Q. And is it fair to say that many would think that if 

Joe Wilson were hired because of nepotism, because of a 

contact he had at the Agency, that might 'undermine his 

credibility as an expert? 

A. Some people may have taken it that way. That was 

never - -  what I took out of it, the wife working there, 

Ambassador Wilson's wife working there, because what he did he 

was perfectly competent to do. What he did was he went and he 

sat down with the people from Niger and said, hi, I'm here, 

I'm going to talk to the United States government, as he says 

in an article, he sat down and had tea with them and asked 

them what they had done or hadn't done, and ambassadors do 

that all the time. So I thought he was very competent to do 

that mission. 

Q. Sir, are you telling us under oath that you never 

thought that Mr. Wilson was hired because of nepotism? 

A. I didn't know why he was hired and I did not know at 
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136 

this point, I think I had forgotten exactly how he came - -  or 
\ 

I don't think I knew how he came to be hired at this point. I 

think that came out with the Rove report. What I, what I had 

known but forgotten at that point was that his wife worked at 

the division, but I didn't know at that point that his wife 

had anything to do with hiring him as far as I can recall. 

And on this day, July 8, as I've, as I've tried to make clear, 

the best of my recollection is that I was surprised when I 

learned from Russert that his wife worked there. So I think I 

had forgotten it. That's what I, what I think. But the, 

the - -  I'm sorry. 

I Q. I just want to talk - -  I'm, I'm focused on what you I 
thought of Mr. Wilson and not something else. 

I Q. And you're clear in your mind that you weren't 

telling Ari Fleischer over lunch the day or two before that 

Ilook, here's some information that's hush-hush or on the q.t..l 

Wilson's wife works at the CIA? 

A. I'm, I'm - -  I don't recall discussing that with, 

with Ari Fleischer at lunch. I'm sorry, I just don't recall 

it. Sorry to keep saying this. But all I recall is that I, I 

recall being surprised on the 10th when I spoke to Tim 

Russert . 
Q. And we'll, we'll get to that conversation in a 

I moment. I 
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I A. Yes, sir. Can I just say one more thing about this 

Inote? These are short - -  my shorthand notes. It, it doesn't 

mean it's exactly what he said. He probably spoke in some 

lgreater length. This is just what I took down as a flavor of 

lit to relay back to my boss, to the Vice President. 

MR. FITZGERALD. Let me show you a document Bates 

Stamped 2906 from, I believe, July loth, and I believe they're 

lyour notes, but 1/11 show them to you to check. The originals 

if you have them. 

MS. KEDIAN. The originals, sure. 

MR. FITZGERALD. I can find it. 

I BY MR. FITZGERALD: 

I Q. Looking at what we'll deem marked as Grand Jury 

Exhibit No. - -  

MS. KEDIAN. Fifty-eight (sic) . 

I BY MR. FITZGERALD: 

I Q .  
- -  58, those are your notes from July loth? 

Q. Does that indicate - -  

I MS. KEDIAN. Excuse me, 59. I 
I BY MR. FITZGERALD: I 

Q .  - -  59. Does that indicate a meeting between you, 

the Vice President and Stephen Hadley? I 
I Q. And then down below, is that an attribution, the I 
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firs: one, to Stephen Hadley? I 
A. Yes, sir. I 
Q. And then l1SHU, and then it has a colon, and it has 

"MCL". Is that referring to McLaughlin? 

A. Yes, sir. I 
Q. And is that Hadley quoting Deputy Director of 

Central Intelligence John McLaughlin? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Colon, quoted GT. Is that McLaughlin quoting George 

Tenet? 

A. Yestsir. 

Q. Okay. So is it fair to say that you're with the 

Vice President - -  

A. Yes. 

Q - -  and Stephen Hadley? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Hadley is reporting back to you guys what McLaughlin 

is saying that George Tenet is saying? 

A. Full credit, sir. 

Q. Okay. And then during this time you guys are trying 

to get Tenet to make a good statement that will sort of take 

this issue out and restore the President's credibility? I 
A. Absolutely, sir. 

Q. Fairly tense time? I 
A. Yes, sir. I 
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Q .  Okay. Now, i t  says,  "Wilson i s  dec lass i f i ed"?  
\ 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q .  Is t h a t  t o  you an ind ica t ion  t h a t  t he  repor t  on 

Wilson was dec lass i f i ed?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q .  And then what does the  next sentence say? 

I A .  "We haven't  s t a r t e d  t o  dec l a s s i fy  N I E . "  And then 

ISteve Hadley s t a r t e d  t o  say something which I d idn ' t  have t i m e  

Ito wri te  down. 

I Q. A n d t h e n e x t a t t r i b u t i o n i s t h a t H a d l e y q u o t i n g  

ICondi Rice? 

Q.  Okay. And what does t ha t  say? 

I A.  "Spoke t o  President ,  he ' s  comfortable." 

I Q. And does t h a t  indicate  desp i te  t he  s t r e s s  of the  

ltime t h a t  the  President i s  okay with - -  s o  f a r  with how things 

a r e  going? 

A. I t ' s  not c l e a r  t o  me what. There's a  space missing 

there  - -  

Q .  Okay. 

A .  - -  and I probably d idn ' t  wr i te  something down. I 

l e f t  a  space t o  go back and I probably never got - -  I never 

got back t o  i t .  So - -  these things look s o r t  of l i k e  a  

t r ansc r ip t  but they ' re  not r e a l l y  because t he re  could be long 

lmoments when I don' t  wr i te  anything down. So she was saying I 
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the President was comfortable about something, but I don't 

know what the antecedent was to - -  

Q. And the next line? 

A. Says - -  this is Steve Hadley saying, no question, 

it's better if we leak the NIE. 

Q. What does that mean? 

A. Steve Hadley is saying that it would be better if we 

got the NIE out, and "leak" means telling it to - -  giving it 

to a reporter to say, you know, here's something you can write 

about. It's like an exclusive or something like that. 

Q. And had the NIE been declassified at that point? 

A. It had in the sense that the President had told me 

to go out and use it with Judith Miller. I don't, I don't 

know that Mr. Hadley knew that at that point. 

Q. Okay. And did anyone decide to leak the NIE that 

week? 

A. Well, the President had told me to use it and 

declassified it for me to use with Judith Miller. I don't 

think Mr. Hadley was told to go out and talk about it. I 

think Ms. Rice had talked about the NIE in general earlier in 

the week on television. 

Q. And so - -  

A. Well, some time. I'm not sure when it was. 

I Q -  

- -  so prior to July 10th you had talked to Judith 

1 ~iller about the NIE? I 
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I A. Correct, sir. I 
Q. And your understanding is that even though it was a 

classified document the President had authorized you to talk 

to her about it? I 
A. Definitely, sir. 

I Q. And then - -  and do you know if anyone decided to I 
lshare the NIE - -  did you tell Mr. Hadley at the time that you 

had already in effect leaked the NIE by - -  with the 

President's approval by telling - -  Judith Miller? 

A. I - -  yeah, I don't know if it's leaking once it's 

declassified and you're told to do it. I had talked to Judith 

Miller about the NIE at the President's, you know, at, at the 

I President ' s approval relayed to me through the Vice President, l 
and I did not tell Mr. Hadley at that time. 

Q. And was there any reason why you didn't tell Mr. 

l ~ a d l e ~  that you had told Ms. Miller about the NIE? 

A, I was sitting with the Vice President. The Vice 

President knew it and chose not to tell Mr. Hadley and so I 

didn't change what he had done. 

Q. NOW-- 

A. And then there's a comment below it from the, from 

the Vice President. 

Q. Yes? 

A. Should I read that for you? 

I Q. Sure. I 
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A. He says, "anything less than full and complete 

disclosure is a serious mistake." And Steve Hadley says, "I 

will - -  I told that to George Tenet." So the Vice President 

is pushing it. He does on a number of these things, get all 

of this stuff out. Letts have every - -  it's a good story, 

tell it all, get all these documents out to the public. 

Q. Okay. And 1/11 deem this marked, and we'll take 

back custody of it. Fair to say that you went through the 

notes and there's a number of times where the Vice President 

during that week has said you need to get everything out? 

A. Yestsir. 

Q. Tell the whole story. The whole truth has to get 

out. Anything less than that is a big mistake? 

A. Yes, sir. That's exactly what we wanted to do. 

Q. And that was a constant thing that week? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the Vice President, to be, to be blunt, was 

frustrated that it wasn't all getting out there and it wasn't 

sort of putting the story to rest, and he was sort of getting 

ticked off that we needed to resolve this issue? 

A. I'm not sure I would use the word "ticked off", but 

he was frustrated. Yes, sir, that's a fair, fair statement. 

And thi,s - -  the statement from Director Tenet was supposed to 

come out - -  first it was going to be, I think, Tuesday night, 

and then it was going to be Wednesday night. It took a long 
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time to get this statement out. It was useful when it did 

come out, but it took too long to get it out. People were 

saying, you know, "get it outM. 

Q. Now, tell me about the circumstances of your 

conversation with Mr. Russert. 

A. Chris Matthews, who is an NBC correspondent, had 

been - -  has a TV show at night, and he is a rather outspoken 

fellow. And he was saying on this television show that the 

Vice President sent Joe Wilson out on this mission, that the 

Vice President got a report back from Joe Wilson on this 

mission, that the Vice President therefore knew that the 

uranium report was false and should have stopped the President 

from putting it in the State of the Union. And I believe he 

said it both on the night of the 8th, the night of the 9th, 

and he was saying this even though the White House Spokesman 

had come out, the Office of the Vice President had come out 

and the CIA spokesman had come out, all of them had come out 

on the public record and said, the Vice President did not ask 

for this mission, he did not get a report back, the report 

wasn't definitive and the intelligence was actually the other 

effect. So Mr. Matthews was saying these things on national 

television, ignoring the public record, and not even referring 

to the public record. It would be one thing if he says, now, 

the White House has denied this, and the CIA has denied it, 

and the Office of the Vice President has denied it, but I'm 
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telling you nonetheless that the Vice President asked for this 

report, but he wasnl t doing it. He was just saying flat out I 
that, that the Vice President had known this, and should have 

told the President. Otherwise - -  and me also, me by name. 

And so this was frustrating to us and we wanted to get him to 

acknowledge that the public record was other than he was - -  as 

he was saying. This wasn't the first time Chris Matthews had 

said something negative about, about the White House, and I I 
had prior discussions about this with Mary Matalin who was for 

the first two years, as I mentioned, lo these many hours ago, 

had worked for the Vice President as our communications I 
person. And so I called Mary to find out what she thought we 

could effectively do to try and get Mr. Matthews to 

acknowledge the public record and to stop saying these things 

in such an unqualified and incorrect fashion. I reached Mary 

by phone and she had her own view of where we were and relayed 

to me in depth her view of where we were. And - -  but also in 

the course of it said, look, the thing for you to do is to I 
call Tim Russert and she gave me his phone number which I 

wrote on my notes which I turned over to you guys. And so I 

called Tim Russert. Want me to continue? 

Q. Yes. Actually, before we - -  yes, continue. I 
A. Okay. So I called Tim Russert. I can't recall 

whether I got him on the phone right away or whether he had to 

call me back. When I eventually spoke to him - -  this note I 
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