
Q. And do you know if you had a conversation with the 

Vice President before you talked to Mr. Sanger about whether 

or not he wanted you to share some of the contents of the NIE 

concerning Niger and uranium with David Sanger? 

A. I probably alerted the Vice President that I would 

be meeting with Sanger, but I don't think we discussed 

anything about the specific language of the NIE at that point. 

Q. And the fact that you're meeting with David Sanger 

that did not trigger a conversation with the Vice President 

about what your authority was to discuss classified documents. 

Is that fair to say? 

A. I don't know. We would have been discussing it in 

that period. I don't know that the meeting with Sanger, with 

David Sanger, was critical for that. 

Q. Was it the meeting with Judith Miller, with a 

Ireporter that would turn out to be Judith Miller, was that the 

event that triggered your conversation with the Vice President I 
about sharing the content of a classified document and your 

conversation with David Addington, the Counsel for the Office 

of Vice President? 

A. Again, I don't think so. I think more the other way 

around. There, there was this controversy about the famous 

sixteen words and uranium, and the implication that people 

were drawing is that because the IAEA in March had discovered 

that the documents were forged, somehow the President didn't 
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have a good faith belief that - -  and the people who put the 

statement in the speech, which was not us, did not have a good 

faith belief on - -  that Iraq was in fact seeking the - -  to 

obtain uranium. And the NIE and other documents made it clear 

Ithat in fact the Agency was advising the policy makers that I 
Iraq had sought to procure uranium from Niger and so there was 

a general discussion which went on during that week separate 

and apart from the Judith Miller discussions with Director 

Tenet to try and get the CIA to make a statement, you know, as 

soon as possible that would lay out what was in the NIE and 

the other documents that had been put forward, some of which 

are detailed in this memorandum that you showed me earlier. 

Q. Your conversations with the Vice President about 

wanting to get information from the NIE out into the public 

ldomain but having concerns about the classification issue, 
did I 

those take place in person with the Vice President? 

A. Yes. 

( Q. Okay. And is it fair to say that the whole issue of 

lthe sixteen words took on an entirely different dimension I 
after the July 6th op-ed piece by Mr. Wilson, the July 6th 

Meet the Press appearance, and then the July 7th statement 

1 that appeared to step back from the sixteen words by Ari I 
Fleischer? 

A. The statement from Ari Fleischer definitely changed 

the atmosphere. It added to the heat. I mean, it was a lot 
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of heat to begin with which was what led Ari Fleischer to, to 

make his statement. 

Q. The, the discussions that led to sharing informatior 

with Judith Miller, did they come as a result or did they come 

after the July 6th op-ed by Wilson and the July 6th appearance 

by Meet the Press - -  on Meet the Press by Mr. Wilson? 

A. I think they preceded and followed the discussion, 

the Wilson op-ed piece. 

Q. And do you know when the Vice President eventually 

told you that he had gotten permission from the President for 

you to share this information with Ms. Miller? Was that after 

July 6th? 

A. I don't recall. I think it, I think it may have - -  

remember, I had this is recollection that there were - -  a 

period when he said go ahead, and then a period when he said 

stop, and go ahead. I don't recall how compressed that was. 

Q. Did he give you a reason why he told you to stop 

after he had first told you to go ahead? 

A. No, I think he probably just - -  his sense of when 

the right timing was. And then again, as I say, he then told 

me to proceed again. 

Q. Let me show you what we'll refer to in the record as 

a document Bates Stamped 1746, which I believe are some of 

your handwritten notes. Would you take a look at that page? 

And as you'll see, there's an entry - -  1/11 point to it, 
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three-quarters of the way down the page that appears to be 
, 

your symbol for the Vice President, a Y with the line over it 

l~nd can you tell us what4 the rest of that entry says? 

A. It's his instruction to me to telephone Judith 

Miller - -  

Q. Okay. 

A. - -  is how I read it. 

Q. Is it the Vice President colon - -  and is the next 

reference S.L. - -  

I A. Yes. 

Q - - meaning "Scooterw Libby? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And then there's a symbol which 1/11 skip past in a 

moment, and it says "Miller"? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And is the symbol a "TI1 with an arrow under, under 

it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And is that your instruction to "telephone"? 

I A. Yes. 

Q. And what do you recall that means? It's dated in 

lthe upper left corner, as I understand, "July 8th, '02," but I 

think, it's our understanding is that the '02 might be a typo, 

and it's July 8th, '03. 

I A. Yes. I don't think that's my handwriting actually. 
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I think that may be Jenny's. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Jenny Mayfield. I'm sorry, but I lost the question 

lwhen I was thinking about the handwriting. 

I Q .  Okay. And what did that reference mean?, 

A. It was the Vice President telling me to go ahead and 

talk to Judith Miller, 

Q. Okay, and is that, is that - -  as far as you 

understand it, is that the final instruction to speak with 

her? 

A. I don't know that from this. It looks like it based 

Ion the date at the top of the page, if the date's accurate. I 
Q. And do you know when you arranged to have - -  where 

does Ms. Miller work? 

A. She works in, I think, Washington and New York. 
But l 

I1'm not sure. I 
Q. Do you know where she spends most of her time? 

I A. I donr t . I would guess New York but I'm not sure. 

I Q .  And do you know when you spoke with her if she was I 
in town or if she made a trip down from New York to come see 

you? 

A. I think it was set up the day before and I think she 

was either in Washington or going to be in Washington, so I 

don't think it was a special trip, but I'm not sure. I mean, 

Ithis is what I think she told me. I 
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Q. And so was the, the meeting being set up the day 

before, July 7th, and with your note being July 8th that the 

Vice President told you to telephone Judith Miller, is it your 

understanding that the initial decision to tell her would have 

been on July 7th and it would have been reaffirmed again on 

July 8th? 

A. That could be. 

Q. And do you know if you spoke to Judith Miller on 

July 7th in advance of this meeting yourself? 

A. I think I spoke to her on the phone to set up the 

meeting. I recall my having spoken to her not the same day, 

the day before, but it's possible it was the same day. Just a 

recollection. 

Q. And this meeting did not happen at the Office of the 

Vice President. Is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

I Q. Where did you meet? 

A. We met at the St. Regis Hotel which is, you know - -  

I think it's the closest hotel to the - -  in the, in the coffee 

shop of the hotel, or the restaurant. 

Q. And is there a reason you met at her hotel rather 

than at the - -  at your office? 

A. I think I wanted to meet with her at lunch, over 

lunch, but my schedule or her schedule couldn't do the lunch 

so we met for coffee instead. 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court ~eporting Depositions 

D.C. Area (301) 261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. (410) 974-0947 



Q. And isnl t it fair to say, it1 s easier usually for 
1 

you if the people come to your office and you sit in your 

office and meet and take less time out of your day than for 

you to go out to see a reporter outside the building? 

A. It's easier but I often go out. Yes, it is easier. 

Q. And when you meet with reporters, would you say you 

more often meet them inside your building versus you going to 

meet them at a hotel or restaurant? 

A. It depends on the purpose really. Many times 

reporters want to come to see me to get - -  say they're doing E 

profile piece on the, on the Vice president, meaning a piece 

about his background or what he does every day type, you know, 

one of these soft news stories. Often those people, we'll 

have them come in, I see them in the office. When I want to 

discuss sort of more of how the administration is approaching 

an issue, some type of an off-record discussion, I often 

choose to do that over lunch. It's part of my job to talk to 

the press about different sorts of things and one of the types 

of things we do when we talk to them is, you know, here's how 

the administration generally is thinking about Iraq. We'll 

have a discussion like that, or about China. 1/11 have that 

usually as an off-the-record discussion over lunch just to 

orient them to how we think about a problem. And it was that 

type of atmosphere that I thought was the right atmosphere for 

this. 
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Q. But you didn't have lunch. Correct? 

A. We couldn't. That's why we had coffee. 

Q. And that was 8 o'clock in the morning? 

A. I've forgotten the time. I thought it was a little 

later but it could be 8:OO. 

Q. Okay. Was there any - -  was the fact that you were 

lmeeting with her and sharing information with her exclusively I 
lone of the factors that wanted you to meet with her outside of 

1 the building? 
I A. It could have been. It was also consistent with I 

lher that you were not sharing with others, did you - -  
did that I 

factor into your meeting with her at the hotel and not in your 

I A. I could do that in the office also, but it was also 

luseful to do it - -  it had the right atmosphere to do it at the1 

St. Regis or someplace other than the office. So it would be 

a more relaxed sort of setting was the primary reason. But 

lsince I was going to be sharing this declassified document 1 
with her, it was also useful to do it outside the building, 

although I could have done it inside. 

Q. And is it your understanding the document had been 

ldeclassified or is it your understanding that it was a 1 
lclassified document but that you were authorized to share it I 
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with Ms. Miller? 

A. No, declassified. 

I Q. You understood it to be declassified because the 

IVice President had told you that the President had authorized 

lyou to talk about it? 

I A. Yes, sir. Because the President - -  there's no magic 

lprocess that I - -  according to counsel that has to be gone 

Ithrough. If the President says to talk about this document, 

1 it is then a declassified document. And that was the 

understanding that I had with the Vice President when he went 

to talk to the President about it. 

Q. And in your career had you ever been authorized 

before to talk about a document that you knew to be classifiec 

with the press and therefore understood that the direction to 

talk about the document with the press had in effect 

declassified it? 

A. I think this may be the first time I've ever talked 

about a classified document in this fashion, getting it 

declassified first. 

Q. And has that happened since, since your conversatior 

with Judith Miller? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. So this would be the only time in your career that 

you were told that you were authorized to discuss a document 

that you had known to be classified but for the fact that you 
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were told that the President authorized you to discuss it? 
\ 

A. Yes, sir. I think so. 

Q. And how clear were you when you spoke to Mr. 

Addington about whether this was appropriate to do? Did you 

tell him that you wished to discuss a classified document wit1 

a reporter but you had been authorized by the President 

through the Vice President to do so? 

A. I was very - -  I didn't use those words, but I was 

very clear. Can the, can the Vice President - -  can the 

President declassify a document just by telling us to talk - -  

and that's how he put it. If the ~resident tells you to talk 

about a document, it's declassified. 

Q. And through your conversation with Addington you 

made it clear that you were going to be talking about a 

document with someone outside the government without a 

security clearance. Correct? 

A. It was not a - -  it was not specific to a document 

but it was clearly asking him, could that be done? And he 

explained how it could be done. Yes, sir. 

Q. And so he understood, you made it clear to Mr. 

Addington, that you were going to be talking about classified 

material with the press or to the public, but you had been 

authorized to do so? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And did he express any reservations, Mr. Addington, 
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