
Q. Have you talked to him at all about this matter 

since he' s left government? 

A. Not that I know of. Was that a strange answer? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No. Sorry. I, I don't think so. At the basketball 

game he asked me how things were doing, things were going 

okay, that sort of thing. I don't think we've talked in any 

detail about this matter. 

Q. Secondly, when it comes to - -  when it came to your 

conversation with Mr. Russert, the question is, why were you 

so surprised when he told you that Wilson's wife worked at the 

I A. Well, I was, I was surprised that he knew it, and I I 
thought I didn't. I mean, I didn't as I sat there know it. I 
I1'm also - -  Tim Russert is - -  I don't know, he's one of the - -  

lin my view anyway, he's one of the best of the newsmen, 
One 0 ~ 1  

the most substantive of the news people, and it struck me 

that, that not only did he know it and I didn't know it, or at 

least as I sat there I didn't know it, but also that he 

lthought it was important. I 
Q. And you mentioned that you reached out to him in the 

last month, like either in February or March. And the 

question was whether you'd reached out to Mr. Russert before 

lor after your first Grand Jury appearance? I 
I A. I don't recall. I think before but I'm not sure. I 
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Q. Putting aside any advice of counsel events, was 

there anything that triggered your reaching out to Mr. 

Russert? 

A. No. 

Q. Next question is, what is your protocol when you're 

talking to White House, particularly the Vice President, as in 

an oral conversation about whether or not one is to assume, 

that what you are told is classified or not? How do you go 

through the day talking about national security matters and 

other matters with the Vice President and sort out what's 

classified and what's not? 

A. A lot of stuff is cleared that is clearly classified 

because we're in a briefing together and we're talking about 

things that are from the briefing. Some things are clear that 

they're not classified because they're coming out in a 

newspaper or something that's been on television news or 

something like that. And then there are some things which, 

you know, he or I will specifically say are classified. And 

sometimes he'll say, "This is for you only, you're not to talk 

to anybody else about this." Sometimes that's a classified 

fact, sometimes it's not a classified fact that I'm not to 

talk about. But - -  so usually we - -  usually it's clear 

between us from the context, but occasionally he'll actually 

specify. 

Q. And does the Vice President ever ask you not to 
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write certain things down? 
I 

A. Maybe once or twice in a long period of time he may 

have said not to write something down. It's not very common. 

Q. And without telling us the subject matter, what 

would occasion him to tell you not to write it down? 

A. Something which is an operational - -  maybe something 

about a war plan, something like that. 

Q .  You know that records are kept by the Presidential 

Records Act. Is there ever communication by the Vice 

President that he doesn't want you to write something down, 

not because it's going to compromise something operational 

concerning the national defense, but doesn't want a record 

kept that certain things are discussed? 

A. No, I don't think he's ever told me that. 

Q .  Do you ever recall anything being told by the Vice 

President not to write anything down concerning uranium, 

Niger, the controversy about the sixteen words, and the 

discussion of Wilson's trip - -  

A. N o - -  

Q - -  or the response thereto? 

I A. - -  no, sir. I 
I Q. The next set of questions from the Grand Jury are - -  

concern this fact. If you did not understand the information 

labout Wilson's wife to have been classified and didn't I 1 understand it when you heard it from Mr. Russert, why was it I 
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that you were so deliberate to make sure that you told other 

reporters that reporters were saying it and not assert it as 

something you knew? 

A. I want - -  I didn't want to - -  I didn't know if it 

was true and I didn't want people - -  I didn't want the 

reporters to think it was true because I said it. I - -  all I 

had was that reporters are telling us that, and by that I 

lwanted them to understand it wasn't coming from me and that i 

might not be true. Reporters write things that aren't true 

I sometimes, or get things that aren't true. So I 'wanted to be 

clear they didn't, they didn't think it was me saying it. I 

didn't know it was true and I wanted them to understand that. 

Also, it was important to me to let them know that because 

lwhat I was telling them was that I don't know Mr. Wilson. We 

didn't ask for his mission. That I didn't see his report. 

Basically, we didn't know anything about him until this stuff 

came out in June. And among the other things, I didn't know 

he had a wife. That was one of the things I said to Mr. 

Icooper. I don't know if he's married. And so I wanted to be 

lvery clear about all this stuff that I didn't, I didn't know 

labout him. And the only thing I had on it, I thought at the 

time, was what reporters are telling us. 

Q. And the next question was, what did the Vice 

l~resident tell you about his conversation with the President 

lwhen the President gave you the green light to share some of 
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the NIE information with the press which turned out to be 

Judith Miller? 

A. He told me to go ahead and talk to - -  that we should 

go ahead and, and talk to the press about the NIE. I don't 

remember whether he said Judith Miller at that point or, or we 

should go ahead and talk about it. And, you know, I said, the 

President cleared it?, And he said, "yes, " or something. #I 

didn't use those words necessarily, but that was - -  I made 

sure that, that he had talked to the President, the President 

said that we should talk about it. 

Q .  Do you know ii he met with the President in person 

or spoke to him 'by telephone? 

A. Idontt know. I 
Q. And do you know if the Vice President was in town, 

in Washington, when he talked to the President about it or was 

out of town? I 
A. I believe he was in town when he talked to, talked 

about it. 

Q. And do you know whether the President was in town 

lwhen he talked to the President about it? 

A. I think that he talked to the President - -  I believe 

they were both in town when they talked about it, but I, I 

don't know, but that was my impression. 

Q. Any other detail that the Vice President imparted to 

lyou about his conversation that he had with the President? I 
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A. No, sir. 
, 

MR. FITZGERALD. And - -  give me a moment while I 

read my writing. 1/11 just ask someone else. 

WITNESS. They have to read your writing? 

(Whereupon, Mr. Fitzgerald and co-counsel confer.) 

MR. FITZGERALD. Oh, yes, okay. 

BY MR. FITZGERALD: 

Q. When the Vice President asked you the question, 

"have they done this type of thing before," question to that 

effect, Vice - -  did the Vice President ever ask you has the 

Agency ever done this sort of thing before where an ambassador 

was sent out? 

A. I think he may have at some point. 

Q. And what did you do in response to that question, if 

anything? 

A. I don't know if I did anything particularly about 

it. I think he may have taken it up with, with Tenet rather 

than asking me. He knows that I'm not an Agency person. The 

only person on our staff who knows anything about the Agency 

is - -  or who has worked there, I should say, is our General 

Counsel, David Addington. So whether he took it up with him 

or not, I don't know. I may have asked John McLaughlin about 

it but I don't, I don't recall. 

Q. And do you recall whether or not Vice President 

Cheney ever told you that he in fact did talk to Tenet or 
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anyone else at the Agency about this? 
\ 

A. I think he had talked to someone at the Agency abou 

this subject in general. I don't know specifically about - -  

the specific here was, was what? 

Q. Whether they send ambassadors overseas - -  

A. Yeah, I don't know about - -  

Q .  - -  or don't they? 

A. - -  that particular-part of it. 

Q. What did he talk to the official that you do know h 

talked about? 

A. About, you know, how this came about. I have a 

sense that he had talked to Tenet or somebody about, about 

that. 

Q. And what time frame was that? 

A. Summer, June, July, something like that. He was 

interested in this subject and, you know, he doesn't run - -  hf 

doesn't do everything through me. He does a lot of stuff 

himself. He meets with Director Tenet daily or McLaughlin 

daily, and I have a sense that he had talked to them about it 

along the way. 

Q .  And what gave you that sense? 

A. Some conversation but I don't recall, I don't recall 

it. I mean, I don't recall any details of it. I think there 

was some conversation where I had the sense that he had, he 

had talked about this directly with them. 
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Q. Did you ever talk to a person by the name of David 

Shedd about Wilson, or his wife, or the trip? 

A. David Shedd is the NSC officer for intelligence, I 

think. I'm not sure of his exact title. But he's from the 

Agency, as I understand it. I've talked to David Shedd about 

a lot of things, mostly involving Iraq and intelligence. I 

don't recall talking to David Shedd specifically about the 

Wilson matter. I might have but I don't recall. 

Q. And to your knowledge has, has the Vice President 

ever talked to David Shedd about Wilson, the Wilson matter or 

the trip to Niger about uranium? 

A. I don't know. I don't think he would often talk to 

David Shedd, but maybe on the margins of something or 

something. 

MR. FITZGERALD. Okay. If you could step out a 

moment, we'll just confirm that there are no more questions. I 
Appreciate it. 

(Whereupon, the witness was excused at 3:33 p.m.) 

(Whereupon, the witness was recalled at 3:34 p.m.) 

MR. FITZGERALD. We are complete. We'll - -  for the 

record I'd ask the foreperson just to keep you under subpoena 

in case something else develops that we could bring you back. 

We don't have to go out and serve you again, but in the I 
unlikely event that should happen, we will contact Mr. Tate 

and let you know. Thank you for the time and we, we are I 
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complete. 
\ 

WITNESS. Thank you. Thank you all. 

(Whereupon, the witness was excused at 3 : 3 4  p.m.) 
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