
 

carriech
Text Box
"Good faith" is about all you get on these forms. Though lying is prohibited, there isn't a thorough fact-checking process...
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Oval

carriech
Text Box
McCain sent letters to the FCC urging action on the Paxson deal during this time period.

carriech
Note
Unmarked set by carriech

carriech
Text Box
Sen. John McCain has come under scrutiny for two letters he wrote the Federal Communications Commission in 1999, at the request of lobbyists working on a deal involving broadcaster Lowell "Bud" Paxson. A disputed New York Times story sparked controversy about McCain's connection to one Paxson lobbyist, Vicki Iseman. This is the report on Iseman's lobbying for Paxson from that time period. Read below to see what these reports show, what they don't show, and how a new ethics law will improve disclosure of lobbying.

carriech
Text Box
Paxson (now called ION Media Networks) wanted FCC approval to acquire a Pittsburgh TV station.

carriech
Text Box
Reports will be quarterly, instead of bi-annual, under the new law.

carriech
Text Box
Starting 2008, income will be rounded to the nearest $10,000.

carriech
Text Box
...However, under the new law, the U.S. Government Accountability Office will do random audits, and there will be stiffer penalties for failing to comply.
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Oval
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carriech
Text Box
"Issues" isn't very specific. Paxson wanted FCC approval on a deal to transfer ownership of a public TV station to a Christian broadcaster and then have that broadcaster sell its old station to Paxson.

carriech
Text Box
Did Iseman meet with McCain before the senator wrote letters to the FCC? McCain says no, but Paxson says he -- and "probably" Iseman -- did meet with the senator. Without any specifics, lobbying reports like this offer few clues. 
(By contrast, lobbyists for foreign countries file different forms where they list the legislators they contacted.)
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carriech
Text Box
"Duopoly" refers to the FCC's rules on owning more than one TV station in a local market.

carriech
Text Box
What did Iseman do specifically? On these forms, there's no need to disclose that.

carriech
Text Box
The new ethics law makes lobbyists disclose whether they served as a government official in the last 20 years, instead of the last 2 years.

carriech
Text Box
The new ethics law doesn't improve disclosure in these areas.
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Line

carriech
Text Box
This form doesn't require disclosure of "grassroots lobbying." For example, if Paxson had hired phone banks to call Pittsburgh residents and urge them to support the deal, that spending would not have to be disclosed. And under the new rules, it still wouldn't.
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carriech
Text Box
The new ethics bill attempts to shed light on lobbying by "stealth coalitions," which operate under names that obscure the true source of the lobbying effort. A controversial provision of the bill would require disclosure of every "affiliated entity" that contributes $5,000 to the lobbying effort and participates in the planning and control of the effort.
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carriech
Text Box
Did Iseman give McCain campaign contributions at the time? The answer is no, but you don't find that information here. Under the new law, lobbyists will have to disclose their donations on a separate form. And, pending new regulations, campaigns will have to disclose whether lobbyists raised money for them, in a practice known as "bundling."

carriech
Text Box
No more handwriting. Starting 2008, all lobbyists must file these reports electronically.


carriech
Text Box
Annotations by the Center for Investigative Reporting and NPR
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